





Grace Christian Preschool
2009/2010 School-Year Calendar

For the most up-to-date information, our calendar is posted on our website at
www.gracechristianschools.org. Any last minute changes are posted immediately.

From the school website, click “Preschool Forms & Links,” then click
“Preschool Calendar” to access our interactive web calendar. Once open, you may
click the “Agenda” tab, at top of calendar, for a more detailed view.

For direct access, you may bookmark the page in your web browser.



September 2009

Themes: Welcome / Family & Friends / Five Senses

Memory Verse: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1

SEPTEMBER CURRICULUM:

Classroom: How excited we are to start the new school year! We will be meeting some new friends, explore our classrooms, and get to know our
teachers. We will learn that Jesus is a special friend who loves us so much. God has given us families to love. He also has made each of us
special and unique. We will talk about how God made our families and our bodies. We will talk about what parts of our bodies bend, stretch and
wiggle. We will learn about using our 5 senses when we learn about the world God created. As we settle in and learn the routine of school, we’ll
feel play-dough, see through magnifying glasses on the science table, taste the snacks, hear the songs in chapel, and smell yummy things we
may cook. We’ll learn about orderliness as we put away our toys in the right place, line up, choose our jobs, and wait for our turn. We will also
learn what self-control means, and how God will help us to do it.

Chapel: During our daily chapels, we will begin our walk through the Beginner’s Bible. We start at the very beginning of the Bible and by June,
we will have learned God’s message and plan for us taught through His Word. This month, we begin by hearing about how God created this
beautiful world and everything in it.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Self-control » Shape: Circle ¢ Colors: Red/Yellow/Blue ¢ Letters: A & B ¢ Science: Five Senses

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

e Come to Open House & meet your teacher and classmates

1) Talk about the fun things your child is doing at
school, i.e. hearing stories, playing with new
friends, playing on the playground, new art
activities, and going to chapel.

e Get school bag & T-Shirt. Mark child’s name on them.

¢ Read Parent Handbook—Visit website, and look at the calendar
(www.gracechristianschools.org)
2) Talk about making new friends. Even try to

e Ifyou are a new parent, attend Parent Back-To-School Night.
remember all your classmates names.

* Getall ready for school. 3) Play a hunting game around the house, finding

e Get your field trip forms and money into your Teacher. round things.
4) If your Teacher asks for a family picture, help your
YOUR NOTES: child find one and practice saying everyone’s
name.

5) Help your child become self-sufficient at getting
dressed and undressed. Practice tying those
shoes!

6) Read pages 7-25 in your Beginner’s Bible.




October 2009

Themes: Pets / Body and Exercise

Memory Verse: “God created man in His image, male and female He created them.” Genesis 1:27

OCTOBER CURRICULUM:

Classroom: As we settle into the routine of our school days, we will continue to learn to use our self-control and learn to obey our teachers. We
will talk about how God gave us pets to love and take care of, and how they are a part of our families as well. We might pretend to be
veterinarians and set up a pet hospital to take care of our stuffed animals. We will learn about being gentle with our animals and with our friends
as well. As we begin to learn about our bodies, we will learn how God put them in a special order too. We will also talk about keeping our bodies
healthy & strong by exercising and eating good foods. We will enjoy a trip to the Pumpkin Patch where will get to pick a pumpkin, green beans,
onions, radishes, and carrots. Back at school, we may cook something with our vegetables. Maybe, we will write a group story about our
adventure.

Chapel: This month we will hear the story about how sin entered the world, but that this was a part of God’s plan. We also will learn about Noah,
who obeyed God. He built the ark and got the animals on it. We will learn about God’s promise to Abraham and the story of Joseph. We will learn
about the special coat Joseph got from his father, and how his brothers treated him badly, but how Joseph listened & obeyed God, and how God
took care of him.. We will learn about Moses and continue to hear about God’s plan for us.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Obedience * Shape: Circle * Colors: Red/Yellow/Blue ¢ Letters: C,D, & E ¢ Science: Pet Care & Fitness

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER, if you haven’t already!!

1) Check with your Teacher about sharing a family
pet.

e Enjoy the Pumpkin Patch Field Trip or Pumpkin Play.
2) Begin planning play days at the park with moms

e Sign up for your Informal Parent/Teacher Meeting & dads of classmates.

* School Pictures—Be sure to smile!! 3) Let your child help in the kitchen by washing the

fruits & vegetables and cutting them into pieces.
Measure ingredients and mix up some muffins or
cupcakes.

e Sign up for Sensory Screening by 10/23!
e Have fun at the GCC Harv-O-Ween Party.

; 4) Make vegetable soup or salad with what you
YOUR NOTES: picked at the pumpkin patch.
S) Go on a family bike ride.

6) Talk about ways to be gentle with friends,
brothers, sisters, & pets.

7) Give your child chores and have them put things
away in an orderly manner.

8) Read pgs. 26-85 in your Beginner’s Bible.




November 2009

Themes: Harvest / Nutrition / Manners

Memory Verse: “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1

NOVEMBER CURRICULUM:

Classroom: This month we will learn about being thankful to God. We will learn to be thankful for how He shares His treasures, such as good
food, friends, family, and especially Jesus. We will say, “Thank you” to God and our parents for all they do for us. Each class will plan a
Thanksgiving Feast, as we learn about the Pilgrim’s first Thanksgiving in America. They thanked God for their new home, food, families, and new
friends. They could worship and pray to God the way they wanted to, and for that they were thankful. We will taste some new foods and some
classes may cook as we prepare for our feast. We will get a chance to wash, cut, measure, and stir the ingredients. Maybe, we will make corn
mulffins or pumpkin pie as a class. We will learn about good manners. We will get a chance to practice using them in our classrooms with our
classmates.

Chapel: This month will bring stories of Moses leading God’s people out of Egypt and Joshua and the Wall of Jericho. We will hear about the
wonderful relationship that Ruth and Naomi had, and how God showed His goodness to them. We will also hear about Samuel and his mother,
Hannah, who listened and obeyed God. We will hear about David and how he loved God. We will learn how David trusted God when he fought a
giant!

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Thankfulness * Shape: Triangle * Colors: Green/Orange/Brown ¢ Letters: F,G, & H ¢ Science: Cooking &
Food Experiments

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH:

e Daylight Savings Time ends—November 1....Don’t forget!

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:
1) Let your child help set the table.

2) Help your child practice manners at the dinner
table.

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!!

e Turn in your Sensory Screening forms by Friday, 11/2. N . .
3) Make a “Thankfulness” banner with your family.

e Sign up to bring something to your Thanksgiving feast. 4) Take a nature walk, listening for birds singing

e Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday and vacation. water in the stream, and leaves rustling.

e Remember to give thanks for all God has given you. 5) Rake leaves into a pile and jump in them.

6) Plant together in your yard at home.
YOUR NOTES: ) g youry

7) Make cookies & share them with a neighbor.

8) Pray together and thank God for each other and
all He has given you.

9) Let your child help make nametags for the
Thanksgiving table.

10) Read pgs. 86-145 in your Beginner’s Bible.




December 2009

Themes: Jesus’ Birth / Christmas

Memory Verse: “Today in the town of David. . . A Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

DECEMBER CURRICULUM:

Classroom: This is such an exciting month, and it will be filled with joy as we celebrate Jesus’ birth with our gifts of singing and praise. We will
give this gift to family and friends to enjoy, as we tell the message of Baby Jesus’ birth, born that first Christmas. After the program for friends
and family, we will all go back to our classrooms and celebrate with a “Happy Birthday” party for Jesus. Our friends and families will get a
chance to see our creations that we have used to decorate our classrooms. We will make gifts and cards to give to others. We might practice
wrapping presents. As we hear the Christmas story, we will make glittery stars and paint beautiful angels to remind us of God’s precious gift to
us-His son, Jesus! We will also get a chance to explore how wheels, gears, and gadgets work.

Chapel: This month, we will be learning how Elijah proved that our God is the One True God. We will hear the story of the brave queen Esther.
We will learn how God took care of Daniel. We will hear how Jonah spent 3 days in the belly of a big fish before he was ready to listen and obey
God. In September, we heard that God had a plan when Adam and Eve disobeyed. Jesus’ birth is part of that plan. We will act out the story of
how Jesus obeyed His Heavenly Father by coming to earth to be born in a stable. This is God’s greatest gift to us. This is the best news, and we
can share it with everyone we know. It can be our gift to them.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Giving * Shape: Star * Colors: Gold, Silver, Green & Red ¢ Letters: I, J, & K * Science: Wheels, Gears, &
Gadgets

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!!

e Invite your family to the Christmas Program.

1) Help someone by giving of your time.
2) Have a cookie decorating party.

e Take a tour of Grace Christian Elementary School and observe a 3) Sing the songs from the Christmas Program.
Kindergarten class-Call Kim in the School Office. 4) Have a gift-wrapping party
¢ Turn in your Chancy & Bruce testing forms S5) Make homemade Christmas cards with your
e Have a wonderful Christmas holiday. children.
* Have a safe New Years’ Eve. 6) Get an advent calendar and open a window every
day. Talk about different parts of the Christmas
YOUR NOTES: story.
7) Read the Christmas story, Luke 2:1-20, as a
family.

8) Read pgs. 146-205 in your Begmner s Bible




January 2010

Themes: Winter / Animals In Winter / Nursery Rhymes

Memory Verse: “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:16

JANUARY CURRICULUM:

Classroom: January is a month when we talk about winter. We might do experiments with ice or make frost. We’ll talk about the animals that
live in the snow and ice. What do they eat? How do they keep warm? What does hibernation mean? We will also be reading a lot of wonderful
nursery rhymes, such as Mary Had a Little Lamb, The Three Little Kittens, and Hey Diddle, Diddle. We may also use props to act out Jack Be
Nimble, as we jump over a candlestick. We will learn about Mother Goose, and we will have fun thinking of rhyming words. Another fun thing
we’ll do this month is wear our pajamas and slippers to school. We’ll snuggle in with a blanket and stuffed animal for Pajama Day.

Chapel: This month we will hear about when Jesus received a special blessing, and when the wise men visited him. We will learn that Jesus did
not stay a baby, but grew up. We will learn about the time when Jesus was twelve, and his parents found Him teaching in the temple. We will
hear about the special jobs God had for Him. We’ll hear how Jesus was baptized, and how He called His special helpers, the disciples, so they
could tell others of God’s love for them. We will learn of Jesus’ first miracle and that He loves all the little children. We will continue to learn of
God’s amazing plan for us.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Orderliness * Shape: Rectangle ¢ Colors: Color Variations ¢ Letters: L, M, & N ¢ Science: Winter Weather &
Color Mixing

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH:

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!!
e Tell your friends to get on the 10/11 Interest List.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

Snuggle at home reading favorite stories or
learning nursery rhymes.

e Do your Chancy Bruce Developmental Testing.

Help your child pick out his/her favorite P.J.s &

o Attend the Developmental Workshop. slippers for Pajama Day

o Get your pajamas & slippers ready to wear to school. Work with your child to put their toys away in an
e Attend our Elementary Preview Night. orderly way.

e Invite your friends and attend the Jr. Kindergarten Presentation. Make up a game, trying to think of different

endings to favorite stories.

YOUR NOTES: S) Plant bulbs in your garden.
6) Read pgs. 206-265 in your Beginner’s Bible.

Happy New Year
2010




February 2010

Themes: Friendship /Dinosaurs

Memory Verse: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your strength.” Deuteronomy 6:5

FEBRUARY CURRICULUM:

Classroom: All year we are learning about Jesus’ love for us. This is a special month when we focus on showing our love to others. We will make
cards for each other and for our families. We’ll share our love by having a Friendship Party with our classmates. This is a time to be extra loving
and friendly to those who love us-our grandparents, moms, dads, and neighbors. This month, we will also be learning about dinosaurs. Did you
know that there were dinosaurs so small they could fit in your hand or that there were dinosaurs so big they would fill our playground? We may
spend time stomping around like the dinosaurs did, “excavate” for dinosaur bones, or pretend to eat just like the dinosaurs. We will learn what
the word “extinction” means. We will also have fun spending a special day with our dad in the snow at Daddy & Me Day.

Chapel: We will hear about a man whose friends loved him so much that they helped him to see Jesus by lowering him through the roof. We’ll
hear about Jesus’ love through the miracles He performed while He was here on earth. How He calmed a storm just by saying the words, “Peace,
be still.” Did you know Jesus fed thousands of people with just two fish and five loaves of bread? We will hear the story of how Jesus walked on
the water, and how Peter learned that he should always keep his eyes on Jesus. We will also hear the story of the Good Samaritan, and how we
are to show our love to everyone.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Friendliness ¢ Shape: Heart ¢ Colors: Purple & Pink ¢ Letters: O, P, & Q ¢ Science: Emotions & Extinction

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!! 1) Get Valentine cards ready for your class. DO NOT
put names on the envelopes. Just have your child
write their own name on the inside.

e Turn in your 2010/2011 school year Priority Registration form.
e Sign up to bring treats for your child’s Friendship Party. ) ]
2) Make cards for family members or neighbors and

* Enjoy the winter recess. deliver them with a special treat.

e Dads, come & play in the snow with your preschooler on

Daddy & Me Day.....but remember, it’s “Just for Dads.” 3) Go to the library and check out some books on

dinosaurs.

4) Get your snow clothes ready for Daddy & Me
YOUR NOTES: Snow Day.

S5) If you would like to share a tradition, food or
story from another country, talk to your child’s
teacher to schedule it.

6) Read pgs. 266-327 in your Beginner’s Bible.




March 2010

Themes: Easter / New Life and Planting

Memory Verse: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

MARCH CURRICULUM:

Classroom: This is the most exciting month for our school. We have the joy of knowing that God’s plan is perfect and although Jesus had to die
on the cross, He is alive now and forever. We will hear all about new life, and that we can have new life in Christ! We will talk about new life when
we plant seeds in our classrooms and school gardens. We will talk about the new life baby animals have, and how baby animals are different
from their grown-up moms and dads. We will identify animal sounds and talk about different animal houses. We may take nature walks looking
for all the buds on the trees and listening for spring sounds, like the birds singing in the trees.

Chapel: We will continue to hear of the miracles that Jesus performed while He was here on earth. We will hear the story of how Jesus healed
Bartimaeus, a blind man. We will learn how Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. We will hear about that first Palm Sunday, when Jesus rode
into Jerusalem on a donkey while many people waved palm branches saying, “Hosanna!” We will get to wave our own palm branches as we hear
that story. Then we will focus on Jesus’ last day with His disciples, as He washed their feet and shared His last supper with them. We will hear
about His death and resurrection. After that story, we will walk up to the wooden cross, with our flowers, singing, “Jesus Is Alive.”

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Trust « Shape: Oval * Colors: Pastels ¢ Letters: R, S, & T * Science: Eggs, Seeds, & Babies

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH:
e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!!
e Set your clocks ahead! Daylight Savings Time begins.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

1) Plant flowers and vegetables in your garden at
home.

e Sign up to work at the Art Parties-you don’t want to miss this! )
2) Help take care of a pet or sign up to take care of

e Bring a flower from your garden to take to the cross following one of our bunmnies

the Easter Chapel.

e Thank Jesus for His wonderful gift to you. 3) Talk about baby animals and how they change

when they grow up.

4) Find a special flower in your garden that you want
to bring to the cross for Jesus. Take really special
care of it.

YOUR NOTES:

6) Read pgs. 328-390 in your Beginner’s Bible.




April 2010

Themes: Music / Art / Dance / Pond & Insects

Memory Verse: “A New command I give you: Love one another.” John 13:34

APRIL CURRICULUM:

Classroom: We will celebrate this month with our voices, dance, movement, and instruments. We will learn the different sounds certain
instruments make and ways that our bodies move to music. This month, we will be doing lots of fun art projects using all the different colors we
have learned about all year. We may get a chance to mix colors together and make new colors. We will make a variety of creations using different
things like clay, plastic items, or wood. As we participate in these new and wonderful art activities, we will also learn how music can help add to
our creativity. We will learn about the creatures that God made to live in ponds. We may take a walk down to the creek and discover where
tadpoles live. Maybe we will bring some back into our classrooms so we can watch them change into frogs. We will also learn about all kinds of
insects that God made for us to enjoy. We may go on an insect walk with our binoculars and bug jars looking for ladybugs, “rolly-pollies”, and
butterflies. We might see how silk worms and caterpillars spin a cocoon or chrysalis.

Chapel: We will be hearing about what Jesus did when He appeared to His friends, after He died and rose again. He showed them the wounds in
His hands and feet. He had breakfast with His friends on the beach. We will hear about how Jesus had to leave His friends and go back to
heaven, so they could do their special jobs. We will also be learning about His gift to us, the Holy Spirit and how He helps us.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Confidence ¢ Shape: Diamond ¢ Colors: Rainbow ¢ Letters: U, V, & W ¢ Science: Sounds, Rhythms, &
Metamorphosis

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

o Attend Good Friday and Easter services.

1) Spend time listening to music, singing and
e Have a wonderful Easter vacation with your family! dancing.

e READ YOUR NEWSLETTER! 2) Go to the local Library and find some books on

things that live in a pond or insects.

3) Talk about the different creatures God made that
go through a metamorphosis.

4) Take a family hike and see if you can find insects

YOUR NOTES: near your home.

S5) Talk about ways that you can help one another-
like Jesus did with His disciples.

6) Read pgs. 391-452 in your Beginner’s Bible.

A blessed Easter
to your family!




May 2010

Themes: Patriotism / Community Helpers

Memoery Verse: “This is love for God: to obey His commands.” 1 John 5:3

MAY CURRICULUM:

Classroom: This month, we will have a celebration of the great country we live in, the United States of America. God has provided many people to
keep us safe. We will learn about police officers, firefighters, doctors, dentists, nurses, pilots, and military people. Some of these helpers might
come and share in our classrooms what they do to keep us safe. We will also learn about how God has blessed us with a place to live where we
can go to church and worship & praise Jesus. We can pray anytime we want. We will learn about our President and about our American Flag.
During Patriotic Days, we will have an opening ceremony and would like our families to stay and observe. We will pledge allegiance to the
American Flag and the Bible. We will also have a fun day for our moms to come and enjoy, on Mommy & Me Day.

Chapel: After we learn about how the first church began, we will hear about how Peter was delivered from prison, and how Peter and John healed
a lame man. We will hear the parable about the wise and foolish builders, and how God wants us to make wise decisions. We will learn about
how a man named Saul had a change of heart, and how God changed his name to Paul because of it.

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Patience ¢ Shape: Review ¢ Colors: Red, White, & Blue ¢ Letters: X, Y, & Z ¢ Science: Tools &
Transportation

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:

* READ YOUR NEWSLETTER!! 1) Dads & kids, plan a special day for Mom.

* Attend "Mommy & Me” Day-LOTS OF FUNH! 2) Find things around the house to make a picture
e Have a wonderful Mothers Day being loved by your family. with.

e Tell us if you have a special job you would like to share. L@ Listen to some Patriotic music as you draw the
e Visit the Scholastic Book Fair. m picture.

¢ Remember those who gave their lives for our freedoms on As a family, pray for our country and our

Memorial Day and fly your American Flag. G)@ President.
S) Put flags in your yard to celebrate Memorial Day.

6) Start taking some swimming lessons.
YOUR NOTES: 7) Read pgs. 453-508 in your Beginner’s Bible.




June 2010

Themes: Ocean

Memory Verse: “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 3 John 4

JUNE CURRICULUM:

Classroom: This month we will learn about the ocean and all the creatures God created to live there. We will hear stories about whales, sharks,
octopi, crabs, fish, and sea stars. We will learn how fish “breathe” under the water, how sea stars move along the bottom of the ocean floor, and
how hermit crabs find another house when they get too big for the ones they are living in. We will do some experiments with water like guessing if
objects will sink or float. It is hard to believe our school year is almost over. We have learned and grown so much. We are putting the finishing
touches on our projects and reviewing all we have learned this year. We have learned so much about Jesus and God’s plan for us. We know He
will be with us as we say “good-bye” to school and enjoy summer fun with our families.

Chapel: In chapel this month, we will hear about Paul’s journeys, and how God released Paul and Silas from Prison with an earthquake. We will
hear about how Jesus is going to return one day for us. We have taken a child-sized walk through the Bible and learned so much. We will hear
about God’s plan for us and how we can ask Jesus to come into our hearts forever!

Learning Themes: Character Trait: Honesty * Shape: Review * Colors: Review ¢ Letters: Review ¢ Science: Sink & Float

THINGS TO REMEMBER THIS MONTH: THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD:
* READ YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER! 1) Go to the tide pools. What kinds of things do you
e If returning next year, your first Tuition Installment is due. find there? You can’t bring them home, but you

e Volunteer to help with Fitness Days. A 'ﬁ can draw a picture to share with your class.

2) Attend a family tour at the Marine Institute in
Dana Point.

e Attend your last day of school Ice Cream Social.

e Happy Fathers’ Day to all our wonderful Dads.

3) Get a hermit crab. They are fun to watch and
very easy to care for. Talk about what happens to
a hermit crab when it gets too big for its house.

4) Go to the beach and build sand castles together.
Don’t forget your sunscreen.

e Happy summer vacation. See you next year!!
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YOUR NOTES:

5) Draw a picture of your favorite thing you did this
year at Preschool.

6) Plan a vacation or some fun day trips with your
family.

7) Look through your Beginner’s Bible and review
stories with your child.
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